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political union is accomplished, the generation that at present shapes affairs 
will have no concern in the matter. 

The question now is, What will be the the price of eggs next year ? not 
How soon will Canada come in ? 

Erasttjs Wiman. 



THE WELSH IN POLITICS. 

The Welsh population of the United States (including the first descend- 
ants) exceeds 1,223,000. They are, politically, almost wholly Republican, it 
being a fact that over ninety per cent, of them support and vote with that 
party. Ex-Postmaster-General Thomas L. James, himself a Republican, 
struck a forcible truth when he said : " The Welsh have been, for years, the 
hewers of wood and the carriers of water for the Republican party, without 
even receiving thanks for their pains. It would be a great deal better if 
there were among them more Democrats." 

Why is it that the "Welsh have almost unreservedly allied themselves 
with the Republican party? Is there an explanation for their tenacious ad- 
herence to this party? The Welsh are Republicans through various rea- 
sons, though in most cases they are peculiar and erroneous ones. To under- 
stand thoroughly this nationality's affiliation with Republican principles, 
their politics in Wales must be also understood. 

In England and Wales the Welsh, as a class, are Liberals, and as they 
are steadfast in the Republican faith of this country so do they in their 
native home uphold the doctrines of the Liberal party. A Welsh Conser- 
vative — " Tory " — is as uncommon in Wales as a Welsh Democrat in the 
United States. In brief, the Liberal party advocates Home Rule, the Dis- 
establishment of the English Church, the Discontinuation of Tithe pay- 
ments, and Low Tariff Duties; in fact, the principles of that party are 
analogous to those of our Democracy. Considering this fact, it seems 
remarkable that the Welsh should, in this country, advocate principles that 
are entirely at variance with those they so vigorously supported in Wales. 

One of the first political errors they fall into upon their arrival in the 
United States is that of associating the Republican principles with those of 
the Liberal party. This may be explained by the fact that the Welshman 
on his arrival here procures a ticket for some Welsh settlement. During 
elections he becomes interested in politics. One of the first questions he 
asks on the subject is: "Which represents the Liberal party of the old 
country?" He is informed that it is the Republican party, for his inform- 
ants have made the same mistake that be is now about to fall into. 

They tell him that the Republican party is the party of Liberty ; that 
the Republicans preserved the Union during the Rebellion, and freed over 
3,000,000 slaves. This has a wonderful effect on the mind of the average 
Welsh immigrant. He is by nature— as are all the Welsh— opposed to any- 
thing that is oppressive. He recalls the struggles of his motherland, the 
trials and hardships his forefathers suffered in fighting for their country's 
independence, and, if be knows it, that which is opposed to Liberty will not 
receive his support and vote. 

After being thus informed concerning the alleged history and achieve- 
ments of the Reoublican party, he declares himself to be a Republican with- 
out the least investigation on his part as to these facts : That there were 
thousands of Democrats in the Union army during the Rebellion ; that the 
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founders of Eepublicanism— Sumner, Chase, and Greeley— abandoned that 
party before they died ; that the principles of the Republicans in 1860 and 
those of to-day are vastly different. It is sufficient for him to know that 
the Republicans were in power when the slaves were freed. It is this 
which makes him believe that the Republicans and the Liberals advocate 
the same fundamental doctrines. 

In manufacturing districts the Welshman has been kept in the ranks of 
the Republican party by the false issue, viz., that party's position on the 
tariff. Questions like the following are asked of him : " Did you receive as 
high wages in Wales as you are getting here ? " He admits that he is now 
receiving more wages. The political boomer, who is catering for his vote, 
declares that all this is due to protection. During the late Presidential 
campaign those vote-gatherers stated that the " McKinley Bill " had closed 
workshops in England and the tin industry of Wales, producing hard times 
in those countries. 

The Welshman falls into the trap thus set through neglect of individual 
investigation. He does not consider that twice the work is required of him 
in this country; that the purchasing power of his dollar is much less ia 
America than in either England or Wales. He does not seem to realize the 
fact that hard times for England and Wales would mean hard times for the 
United States. The prosperity of all the world is our prosperity. 

Another great factor in making Republicans of the Welsh is the fact 
that they are not cosmopolitan either in politics or religion. Many of the 
Welsh believe, and firmly too, that when Democrats secure control of any 
branch of our government it is a victory for the Catholic Church. Though 
born in bigotry as this belief is, and too absurd to receive serious consider- 
ation from intelligent men, it has, however, procured votes for the Repub- 
lican party. 

That the erroneous and narrow political opinions held by Welsh Amer- 
icans have never been corrected is due to the fact that the leaders of the 
Democratic party have never made any systematic effort to give this class 
of votersthe political instruction they so badly need. When the Welsh char 
acter is taken into account, and his political training at home considered, 
their position in American politics is truly phenomenal. No one who knows 
the Welshman, as he is in Wales, would expect him to ally himself with 
any but the Democratic party. The last Presidential campaign showed, 
however, that this national tendency, so long repressed by ignorance 
of American politics, is beginning to assert itself. In that struggle the 
light was shed upon the minds of the Welsh people, as it never had been 
before. The change that it wrought was seen in the unwonted spectacle of 
hundreds of Welsh voters casting their ballots for the Democratic candi- 
date. This change was brought about by the action of the Democratic 
National Committee in making, for the first time, an effort to win the Welsh 
vote. 

The importance of the Welsh vote may be estimated from the following 
fact : That the given percentage of the now Welsh Republican vote of the 
following States would place them permanently in the Democratic column : 
Pennsylvania, 39J£ per cent. ; Ohio, 15 per cent. ; Wisconsin, 9 per cent., and 
New York, 11 per cent. 

Surely, a nationality polling such an important vote should demand the 
attention of the Democratic leaders of the various States where the Welsh 
have settled. John E. Owens. 



